
MONGOLIA WILDLIFE SAFARI 
 

 

Driving through wonderful landscapes, watching the fascinating wildlife, and visiting 
true nomadic families from Siberian Taiga to through Vast Mongolian Steppes to the 

Central Asian Gobi Desert 
 

This tour will give you the best opportunities to watch and photograph many different species 
of wildlife in different habitats at meantime experiencing the unique nomadic lifestyle and 
stunning natural landscapes in Mongolia. As wildlife photography tours require very specific 
knowledge and skills, our conservation oriented experts will help you find many vertebrates 
including amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals of Mongolia. This is open to everyone who 
loves wildlife photography and filming. 
Throughout this tour, we will be assisting the Mongolian ornithological society to collect 
information on birds of this poorly known country, which will update the Mongolian National 
Bird Database run by the Mongolian Ornithological Society. Expect more than 160 species of 
birds, 20 mammal species, 6 species of amphibians and reptiles for the trip depending on a 
season. 

  



 
All photos and text are property of Mongolica Co.Ltd. Please contact us for more information 
infomongolica@gmail.com OR info@mongolica.org. 
 

Tour code: WS: WS1 
 
Price per person: US$ 2950                                          Deposit: US$ 885 

 
 

Date: 30 Aug - 12 Sep; (14 days)                                   Group size: 4 – 14 persons                                
 

The price includes all transports and accommodations within Mongolia, nomadic family visits 
with different livestock herds, all transportations by 4WD, full board per day, English speaking 
expert guide, meals (Breakfast; Lunch; Dinner) and bottled water each day, camel and horse 
trek, organize city tour and shopping, entrance fees to all National Parks, museums, 
monasteries and cultural events, most camping equipment (tent, kitchen, cooking equipment, 
cook etc.), road taxes, visa support invitation letter if necessary. 

The price excludes International transportation, all types of insurance, visas, departure tax, 
alcoholic drinks and items of personal nature, binoculars, telescopes and tripods, sleeping 
bags, extra luggage, optional tours. 

Note:  
We cannot warranty: Occasional flight delays or cancellations, poor roads conditions, items of 

personal nature, adverse weather conditions, any personal injure. 
 

DATE 
DAY 1.  

DAY 2-3.  
DAY 4. 
DAY 5. 
DAY 6. 
DAY 7. 

DAY 8-9. 
DAY 10.  
DAY 11. 
DAY 12. 
DAY 13. 
DAY 14. 

WILDLIFE SITES 
ULAANBAATAR CITY (Tuul river valley and Bogd Khan Mountain) 
KHUSTAI NATIONAL PARK (Mountain steppe and birch forest) 
UGII LAKE (Steppe lakes and marshlands) 
KARAKORUM TOWN (Sea buckthorn plantation and a monastery) 
ELSEN TASARKHAI (Sand dune, high mountain and marshlands) 
ULAANBAATAR CITY 
CHOIRYN BOGD MOUNTAIN 
DARKHAN MOUNTAIN 
GUN GALUUT NATURE RESERVE 
GORKHI-TERELJ NATIONAL PARK (Siberian boreal forest) 
ULAANBAATAR (Shopping and farewell dinner) 
DEPARTURE (end of our service) 

 
GO TO WEBSITE 

tour map, gallery and terms and condition 
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TOUR ITINERARY 

 

 
Birdwatching at the lake 

 
 

 
Red Deer 

 
 

 
Wildlife Safari Vehicles 

 

Day 1. Arrive in Ulaanbaatar City 
Our crew will pick you up at the Chinggis Khaan 
International airport after your arrival in 
Ulaanbaatar which is the capital of Mongolia 
and check in a hotel. You will have a bit rest at 
the hotel. After lunch (in case you arrive before 
lunch), will visit Tuul river forest near 
Ulaanbaatar. We will see Azure Tit, Long-tailed 
Rosefinch, Azure-winged Magpie, White-
crowned Penduline Tit and Ruddy Shelduck. 
Will have WELCOME DINNER at one of the most 
famous restaurants in Ulaanbaatar and return 
to the hotel. Food: Welcome dinner at a 
restaurant. Road: Total coverage 30 km on 
paved road (30 minutes’ drive). 
 
Day 2-3. Khustai National Park 
After breakfast, we will drive to Hustai National 
Park which is a home for re-introduced 
Przewalski’s Wild Horse (Equus przewalskii). 
Following highlighting photographic 
opportunities: 
Local family: Local family with horses, sheep 
and goats near Tuul river valley and mountain 
steppe.  
Habitats: Mountain steppe, rocky outcrops, 
river valley, mountain valley and patched 
forested areas and livestock. 
Wildlife: This is the best place to watch and 
photograph Przewalski’s Wild Horse, 
Mongolian Marmot, Red Deer, and Long-tailed 
ground squirrel. Not only mammals, but also 
Mongolia bird specialties including Golden 
Eagle, Steppe Eagle, Cinereous Vulture, Daurian 
Partridge, Amur Falcon, Eurasian Hobby, 
Mongolian Lark, Rufous-tailed Rock Thrush and 
Meadow Bunting. In the park’s comfortable 
restaurant we can have a dinner with 
Mongolian cold beer. Overnight in a tourist ger 
camp. Food: Tourist Ger Camp – Breakfast, 
Lunch, Dinner. Road: Total coverage 80 km on 
paved road and 15 km on dust road (2-3 hours’ 
drive). 
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Upland Buzzard 

 
 

 
Cinereous Vulture scavenging on a carcass 

 
 

 
White-naped Crane – breeding pair 

 

Day 4. Ugii Lake  
After breakfast, we will head west to get Ugii 
lake which is one of the freshwater steppe lakes 
in Central Mongolia. Following highlighting 
photographic opportunities: Local family: 
Local family with horses, sheep and goats near 
the lake.  
Habitats: Fresh water lake, mountain steppe, 
Caragana steppe, river valley, river meadow, 
vast mountain steppe valley and rocky 
outcrops.  
Wildlife: On the way to the Ugii Lake, we will 
see Brandt’s Vole and Mongolian Gerbil which 
are the main prey species of many steppe 
carnivores and raptors. We will see thousands 
of Swan Geese at south-western end of the lake. 
Also we will see Bar-headed Goose, most 
possibly Pintail, Northern Shoveler, Common 
Goldeneye, Pochard, Black-tailed Godwit, 
Common Tern (longipennis), Mongolian Gull, 
Rock Sparrow and Small Snowfinch etc… This 
site is the highest opportunity to see Pallas’ Fish 
Eagle and White-tailed Eagle etc… Food: 
Tourist ger camp – Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner. 
Road: Total coverage 240 km on paved road (2-
3 hours’ drive). 
 
Day 5. Kharkhorin (Karakorum) 
After breakfast, we will head to Kharkhorin 
town driving along beautiful valley of Orkhon 
River. This was a capital city of Mongolia after 
Chinggis khan’s time. We will visit Erdenezuu 
monastery. Following highlighting 
photographic opportunities:  
Local family: Local family with horses, sheep 
and goats in middle of mountain steppe. 
Different type of mountain steppe. Local family 
daily work. Kharkhorin tourist attraction site 
and old temples.   
Habitats: Mountain steppe, rocky outcrops, 
river valley, mountain valley and small 
wetlands and ponds. We will do birding in the 
sea buckthorn plantation near this town.  We 
will see Mongolian Lark, Blyth’s Pipit and 
breeding Upland Buzzard and Common Kestrel. 
Overnight in a tourist ger camp. Food: Tourist 
ger camp – Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner. Road: 
Total coverage 30 km on paved road and 40 km 
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Having lunch in the field camp 

 
 

 
Siberian Jerboa 

 
 

 
White-tailed Gazelle 

 

on dust road (2-3 hours’ drive). 
 
Day 6. Elsen Tasarkhai 
After breakfast, we will head to the east and will 
get Erdenesant mountain, which has large cliffs 
and granite rocks pillars. Following highlighting 
photographic opportunities:  
Local family: Local family with horses, sheep, 
camels and goats.  
Habitats: Mountain steppe, granite rocky 
mountain, rock pillars, rocky outcrops, 
mountain valley with sticking rocks, and 
massive mountain range.  
Wildlife: We will see Bearded Vulture, Saker 
Falcon, Himalayan Vulture, Lesser Kestrel, and 
Golden and Steppe Eagles. After birding around 
the mountain we will drive to the south of the 
mountain range to get tourist camp. Then we 
will visit to marshlands and see Black-throated 
Diver, White-naped Crane and Spot-billed Duck. 
Overnight in a tourist ger camp. Food: Tourist 
ger camp – Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner. Road: 
Total coverage 90 km on paved road (2-3 hours’ 
drive). 
 
Day 7. Ulaanbaatar City 
After breakfast, we will drive to the east of the 
ger camp to get Ulaanbaatar city. On the way, 
we will see typical steppe birds. If you wish 
photograph them, we will drive around the site 
according to your wish.  After arrival, we will 
have a dinner together in classic Mongolian 
restaurant with Mongolian ornithological 
society members having a nice presentation on 
birds of Mongolia. You will stay in the booked 
hotel. Sorry it will be a bit long drive today. 
Food: Local restaurant – Breakfast, Lunch, 
Dinner. Road: Total coverage 280 km on paved 
road (4-5 hours’ drive). 

 
Day 8-9. Choiryn Bogd Mountain 
After breakfast, we will drive to Choiryn Bogd 
Mountain which is a good place to see Argali 
Wild Sheep. We will find Mongolian Marmot, 
Daurian Ground Squirrel, Mongolian Silver Vole, 
Brandt’s Vole, and Mongolian Gerbil, Pallas’s 
Cat (rare), Least Weasel, Mongolian Gazelle and 
Campbell’s Hamster. During the nights we will 
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Oriental Cuckoo 

 
 

 
Siberian Chipmunk 

 
 

find and Daurian Hedgehog and Siberian Jerboa. 
Also we will see many raptor species including 
Cinereous Vulture, Upland Buzzard, Steppe and 
Golden Eagles, Pied Wheatear and Eagle-Owl. 
Overnight in a hotel located in Choir town. 
Food: Local restaurant – Breakfast, Dinner. 
Field camp – Lunches. Road: Total coverage 
223 km on paved road and 15 km on dust road 
(3-4 hours’ drive). 
 
Day 10. Darkhan Mountain 
After breakfast, we will start our journey to the 
east to get Darkhan Mountain. En route we will 
see a large herds of Mongolian Gazelles (10-300 
individuals), and Corsac Fox (only few), 
Brandt’s Vole  and birds such as Asian Short-
toed Lark, Greater Short-toed Lark, Mongolian 
Lark, Isabelline Wheatear, Upland Buzzard, 
Saker Falcon (rare) and Steppe Eagle. We will 
see Argali and Red Deer in the mountain. 
Overnight in a tented camp in middle of the 
silent steppe. Food: Field Camp – Breakfast, 
Lunch, Dinner. Road: Total coverage 160 km on 
dust road (3-4 hours’ drive). 
 
Day 11. Gun Galuut NR 
After breakfast, we will drive through open 
endless steppe to get Gun Galuut NP. On the 
steppe, we will search for Corsac Fox and 
steppe rodents. This will be long drive through 
vast steppe. Gun Galuut is well known site for 
Wild Argali Sheep (10ind.) sightings near 
Ulaanbaatar. Interesting birds in the nature 
reserve are White-naped crane, Demoiselle 
Crane, Saker Falcon, Golden Eagle and Steppe 
Eagle. Overnight in a tourist get camp. Food: 
Tourist Ger Camp – Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner. 
Road: Total coverage 200 km on dust road (5-6 
hours’ drive). 
 
Day 12. Terelj NP 
Upon breakfast, we will straight drive to the 
Terelj NP which is the southern end of Siberian 
boreal forest. We will watch forest and forest 
steppe mammals: Narrow-headed Vole, 
Mongolian Vole, Korean Field Mouse (these 
small ones difficult to see. Use different 
method), Ochotona hyperborea, Daubenton’s 
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Bat and Whiskered Bat. Challenging species will 
be Musk Deer and Siberian Roe Deer. At 
meantime, we will see Red Squirrel, Chipmunk, 
and Daurian Pika. The birds will be 
Oriental Cuckoo, Hoopoe, Daurian Redstart, 
Pine Bunting, Red-throated Thrush, Siberian 
Stonechat, Red-flanked Bluetail, Dusky Warbler, 
Greenish Warbler, Yellow-browed Warbler, 
Asian Brown Flycatcher and Common Buzzard 
(japonicus). Overnight in a tourist ger camp. 
Food: Tourist Ger Camp – Breakfast; Tourist 
Ger Camp – Lunch, Dinner. Road: Total 
coverage 100 km on paved road (2-3 hours’ 
drive). 
 
Day 13. Ulaanbaatar City 
After lunch, we will drive to the west of the ger 
camp to get Ulaanbaatar. We will do a city tour 
and visit few shops. A farewell dinner together 
with crew. Overnight in a hotel in the city. 
Food: Restaurant – Breakfast, Dinner. Road: 
Total coverage 70 km on paved road (2-3 hours’ 
drive). 
 
Day 14. Departure 
A transfer to Chinggis Khaan International 
Airport will be the end of our services in 
Mongolia. 
 

GO TO WEBSITE 
tour map, gallery and terms and condition 
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PLEASE CONTACT US FOR TRIP DATES, PRICES, GROUP SIZE AND AVAILABILITY 
 
Your local host organization will be Mongolica Travel and Mongolian Ornithological Society. 
Throughout this tour, we will be assisting them to collect information about the birds of this 
poorly known country, which will update the Mongolian National Bird Database run by 
Mongolian Ornithological Society. 
 

A List of Amphibians and Reptiles of the Trip 
 

Common Name Latin Name 

Mongolian Toad Bufo raddei 

Siberian Wood Frog Rana amurensis 

Tuva Toad-headed Agama Phrynocephalus 
versicolor 

Mongolian Racerunner Eremias argus 

Steppe’s Rat Snake Elaphe dione 

Halys Pit Viper Gloydius halys 

 
A List of Mammals of the Trip 

Species Name Note 

Argali Wild Sheep  

Brandt’s Bat  
Brown long-eared Bat  

Daubenton’s Bat  

Chipmunk, Siberian  
Corsac Fox  

Mongolian Gazelle  
Mongolian Gerbil   

Daurian Ground squirrel  
Long-tailed Ground squirrel  

Campbell’s Hamster  
Tolai Hare  

Daurian Hedgehog   

Przewalski’s Horse/takhi  

Siberian Jerboa   

Manul cat Very rare and illusive 
Mongolian Marmot  

Daurian Pika  
Pallas’s Pika  

Red Deer  
Brandt’s Vole  

Mandarin Vole  

Mongolian Vole  
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Mongolian Silver Vole  

Grey Wolf Very rare and illusive 
False Zokor We will alive one 

 
 

A List of Birds of the Trip 

No Scientific Name English Name Note 

1.  Podiceps nigricollis Black-necked Grebe    

2.  Podiceps cristatus  Great Crested Grebe   

3.  Phalacrocorax carbo  Great Cormorant   

4.  Ardea cinerea  Grey Heron   

5.  Ciconia nigra  Black Stork   

6.  Anser anser Greylag Goose   

7.  Anser indica  Bar-headed Goose    

8.  Anser cygnoides Swan Goose   

9.  Cygnus cygnus  Whooper Swan   

10.  Tadorna ferruginea  Ruddy Shelduck   

11.  Tadorna tadorna  Common Shelduck   

12.  Anas platyrhynchos  Mallard   

13.  Anas crecca  Common Teal   

14.  Anas strepera  Gadwall   

15.  Anas penelope  Eurasian Wigeon   

16.  Anas acuta  Northern Pintail   

17.  Anas guerguedula  Garganey   

18.  Anas clypeata  Northern Shoveler   

19.  Netta rufina Red -crested Pochard   

20.  Aythya ferina  Common Pochard   

21.  Aythya fuligula  Tufted Pochard   

22.  Bucephala clangula  Common Goldeneye   

23.  Melanitta deglandi  White-winged Scoter   

24.  Mergus merganser Common Merganser   

25.  Milvus migrans  Black Kite   

26.  Circus cyaneus Hen Harrier   

27.  Circus spilonotus Eastern Marsh-Herrier   

28.  Buteo hemilasius  Upland Buzzard    

29.  Buteo buteo  Common Buzzard   

30.  Hieraaetus pennatus   Booted Eagle Rare 

31.  Aquila nipalensis  Steppe Eagle   

32.  Aquila chrysaetos  Golden Eagle   

33.  Haliaeetus leucoryphus  Pallas's Sea-Eagle Rare 
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34.  Haliaeetus albicilla  White-tailed Eagle   

35.  Gypaetus barbatus  Lammergeier   

36.  Aegypius monachus  Cinereous Vulture   

37.  Gyps himalayensis   Himalayan Griffon   

38.  Falco cherrug  Saker Falcon   

39.  Falco subbuteo  Eurasian Hobby   

40.  Falco amurensis  Amur Falcon Rare 

41.  Falco naumanni  Lesser Kestrel   

42.  Falco tinnunculus  Common Kestrel   

43.  Perdix dauurica Daurian Partridge   

44.  Coturnix japonica Japanese Quail   

45.  Grus vipio White-naped Crane Rare 

46.  Anthropoides virgo Demoiselle Crane   

47.  Fulica atra  Common Coot   

48.  Pluvialis fulva Pacific Golden-Plover Rare/on migration 

49.  Charadrius dubius  Little Ringed Plover   

50.  Charadrius leschenaultii    Greater Sand plover   

51.  Charadrius veredus   Oriental Plover   

52.  Charadrius alexandrinus  Kentish Plover   

53.  Vanellus vanellus Northern Lapwing   

54.  Himantopus himantopus Black-winged Stilt   

55.  Recurvirostra avosetta   Pied Avocet   

56.  Tringa ochropus  Green Sandpiper   

57.  Tringa glareola Wood Sandpiper   

58.  Tringa totanus  Common Redshank   

59.  Tringa stagnatilis  Marsh Sandpiper   

60.  Actitis hypoleucos Common Sandpiper   

61.  Xenus cinereus  Terek Sandpiper  On migration 

62.  Calidris temminckii  Temminck's Stint   

63.  Gallinago gallinago  Common Snipe   

64.  Limosa limosa  Black-tailed Godwit   

65.  Limnodromus semipalmatus Asian Dowitcher  Rare 

66.  Larus relictus  Relict Gull Very rare 

67.  Larus ridibundus Common Black-headed Gull   

68.  Larus mongolicus Mongolian Gull   

69.  Chlidonias leucopterus  White-winged Tern   

70.  Chlidonias hybridus Whiskered Tern   

71.  Gelochelidon nilotica  Gull-billed Tern  Rare 

72.  Sterna hirundo  Common Tern   

73.  Syrrhaptes paradoxus  Pallas's Sandgrouse   

74.  Columba livia  Rock Pigeon   

75.  Columba rupestris  Hill Pigeon   

76.  Cuculus canorus Common Cuckoo   
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77.  Cuculus saturatus  Oriental Cuckoo   

78.  Athene noctua  Little Owl   

79.  Caprimulgus europaeus   Eurasian Nightjar Rare 

80.  Apus apus  Common Swift   

81.  Apus pacificus  Pacific Swift   

82.  Upupa epops  Eurasian Hoopoe   

83.  Jynx torquilla  Eurasian Wryneck   

84.  Picus canus  Gray-faced Woodpecker   

85.  Dryocopus martius Black Woodpecker   

86.  Dendrocopos major  Great Spotted Woodpecker   

87.  Dendrocopos leucotos  White-baked Woodpecker   

88.  Dendrocopos minor  Lesser Spotted Woodpecker   

89.  Picoides tridactylus Three-toed Woodpecker Rare 

90.  Riparia riparia  Sand Martin   

91.  Ptyonoprogne rupestris   Eurasian Crag Martin   

92.  Hirundo rustica  Barn Swallow   

93.  Delichon urbica  Northern House Martin   

94.  Calandrella cheleensis Asian Short-toed Lark   

95.  Melanocorypha mongolica  Mongolian Lark   

96.  Eremophila alpestris Horned Lark   

97.  Alauda arvensis  Eurasian Skylark   

98.  Anthus richardi  Richard's Pipit   

99.  Anthus godlewskii  Blyth's Pipit   

100.  Anthus hodgsoni  Olive-backed Pipit         

101.  Motacilla flava  Yellow Wagtail   

102.  Motacilla citreola  Yellow-headed  Wagtail   

103.  Motacilla cinerea  Grey Wagtail   

104.  Motacilla alba  White Wagtail   

105.  Lanius cristatus  Brown Shrike   

106.  Lanius isabellinus  Rufous-tailed Shrike   

107.  Sturnus cineraceus White-cheeked Starling   

108.  Cyanopica cyanus  Azure-winged Magpie Rare 

109.  Pica pica  Black-billed Magpie   

110.  Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax  Red-billed Chough   

111.  Corvus dauuricus  Daurian Jackdaw   

112.  Corvus frugilegus  Eurasian Rook   

113.  Corvus corone  Carrion Crow   

114.  Corvus corax Common Raven   

115.  Prunella fulvescens  Brown Accentor   

116.  Prunella kozlowi  Mongolian Accentor   

117.  Bradypterus tacsanowskius Chinese Bush-Warbler   

118.  Locustella certhiola Pallas' Grasshopper-Warbler   
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119.  Locustella lanceolata  Lanceolated Warbler  Rare/on migration 

120.  Acrocephalus agricola  Paddyfield Reed-Warbler   

121.  Acrocephalus orientalis Oriental Reed-Warbler   

122.  Acrocephalus aedon Thick-billed Warbler   

123.  Sylvia communis   Greater Whitethroat   

124.  Sylvia curruca Lesser Whitethroat   

125.  Sylvia nana   Desert Warbler   

126.  Phylloscopus trochiloides  Greenish Warbler   

127.  Phylloscopus inornatus  Inornata Warbler   

128.  Phylloscopus proregulus  Lemon-rumped Warbler   

129.  Phylloscopus fuscatus  Dusky Warbler   

130.  Ficedula albicilla Taiga Flycatcher   

131.  Muscicapa striata   Spotted Flycatcher   

132.  Muscicapa sibirica  Dark-sided Flycatcher   

133.  Muscicapa latirostris  Asian Brown Flycatcher   

134.  Saxicola maura Siberian Stonechat   

135.  Oenanthe oenanthe  Northern Wheatear   

136.  Oenanthe pleschanka  Pied Wheatear   

137.  Oenanthe isabellina  Isabelline Wheatear   

138.  Monticola saxatilis   Rufous-tailed Rock-Thrush   

139.  Phoenicurus phoenicurus  Common Redstart   

140.  Phoenicurus ochruros   Black Redstart   

141.  Phoenicurus auroreus  Daurian Redstart   

142.  Luscinia calliope  Siberian Rubythroat   

143.  Tarsiger cyanurus  Orange-flanked Bush-Robin   

144.  Turdus ruficollis  Red-throated Thrush   

145.  Panurus biarmicus  Bearded Parrotbill   

146.  Aegithalos caudatus  Long-tailed Tit   

147.  Remiz pendulinus  Eurasian Penduline-Tit   

148.  Parus palustris  Marsh Tit   

149.  Parus montanus  Willow Tit   

150.  Parus ater  Coal Tit   

151.  Parus cyanus  Azure Tit   

152.  Parus major  Great Tit   

153.  Sitta europaea Wood Nuthatch   

154.  Tichodroma muraria   Wallcreeper   

155.  Passer domesticus House Sparrow   

156.  Passer montanus Eurasian Tree Sparrow   

157.  Petronia petronia  Rock Sparrow   

158.  Pyrgilauda davidiana  Small Snowfinch   

159.  Carpodacus erythrinus  Common Rosefinch   

160.  Uragus sibiricus  Long-tailed Rosefinch   

mailto:infomongolica@gmail.com


 
All photos and text are property of Mongolica Co.Ltd. Please contact us for more information 
infomongolica@gmail.com OR info@mongolica.org. 
 

161.  Coccothraustes coccorhraustes  Hawfinch   

162.  Emberiza leucocephala Pine Bunting   

163.  Emberiza cioides  Meadow Bunting   

164.  Emberiza schoeniclus  Reed Bunting   

165.  Emberiza pallasi  Pallas' Bunting   

166.  Emberiza spodocephala  Black-faced Bunting   
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